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FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Members and Friends,

During our February meeting of the 2025 Church Council, officers were elected and committee liaisons
were established. Ted Caudill is our Council President; Vice President is Cindi Bixler; Kathy Jennings will
continue to serve as Secretary; and Annie Caudill, our Treasurer. Committee liaisons are as follows: John
Perkins: Christian Education; Cindi Bixler: Worship/Music; Ted Caudill: Campus Ministry; Property
Committee: Kathy Jennings; Social Action: Brenda Stevens; Stewardship/Finance: George Davis.

Jeff Wanko came to this meeting and transferred files, folders, and the ownership of Google information to
people now serving on Council. Jeff Wanko also agreed to serve as the point of contact on behalf of Faith
with Bishop Dillahunt and the office of the Southern Ohio Synod during this time of pastoral change.

The season of Lent begins March 5™, which is Ash Wednesday. Our Ash Wednesday worship begins at
7:00 pm and will include the imposition of ashes and the sacrament of Holy Communion. Wednesdays of
Lent After Ash Wednesday, an email devotion will be sent to all our members and friends, containing a
message written from Barbara Brown Taylor’s wonderful book Another Way Home, which was
recommended by Connie Wilkins. These messages shaped her sermons, and will be on the traditional seven
last words of Jesus from the cross. Each Wednesday’s devotion will carry with it a brief message and an
appropriate Lenten hymn. These devotions are intended to help us keep our focus on the true disciplines of
Lent, and will replace mid-week evening worship services. Watch your email! Of course, print materials
will be available for anyone who prefers this format.

It's official. This past week, I sent a letter to our Bishop with my request to be moved from my call on the
active Word and Sacrament roster of clergy persons to that of retired clergy. I sent a similar letter to our
Council President Ted Caudill. My official last working day with the people of Faith will be May 31, It’s
all about retirement. I began my call with Faith and our Campus Ministry on June 1, 2000, so this will
mark a quarter century of our serving Christ together. In addition to the many baptisms, funerals, weddings,
worship services, confirmations, ordinations, and graduations we have shared together, one of the
outstanding highlights I will long cherish is the acquisition, purchase, and payment of the pipe organ yet to
be installed in the sanctuary. Due to the faithfulness of God, the people of Faith, and because of gifts from
the greater community, the fundraising goal for this pipe organ has been completely met within two years.
Thanks be to God! Originally, the installation was projected to be by Easter 2025, but unforeseen delays
have occurred, so the installation and dedication may not be completed until sometime in the summer.

I regret not being available for this celebration, but am grateful that this instrument will long remain in the
congregation’s sanctuary, allowing the people of Faith to worship and glorify God for decades to come.
Please trust that in the months ahead and long after, I will continue to keep the people of Faith, both in the
pews now and those yet to come, in my heart and prayers.

Times for fellowship and community-building will be offered through our up-coming Tace Lunch,
following worship on March 9", This event will be hosted by our youth, Christian Education & Life
Together teams, and participants from our Campus Ministry. Donations will ﬁ%ht food scarcity through
Lutheran World Relief. We are also planning on an Easter breakfast, April 20". Mark these dates on your
calendar so that you can be part of the fun!

Serving Christ with you,

g e

Pastor Logan Dysart



COUNCIL PRESIDENT TED CAUDILL

Dear Faith Lutheran members and friends,

I was elected president at last week's church council meeting. I would like to thank my fellow council
members for their vote of confidence. Cindi Bixler will continue as the Vice-President, Kathy Jennings
will continue as the Secretary, and Annie Caudill will continue as the Treasurer. Council also includes
George Davis, Brenda Stevens, and John Perkins. I am looking forward to an eventful year as we expect to
install and dedicate our new organ. I also expect it to be a year of transitions as Pastor Logan will be
retiring. Our council will focus on recruiting a new Pastoral leader as quickly as possible, but I would urge
people to be patient as the process will be a journey with guidance from the synod. I would also like all of
us to continue to find ways to focus on and grow our membership in this period of transition. I think this
transitional year will open opportunities for our church. At Faith all are welcome.

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. I can be reached via email
at caudill010374(@gmail.com.

Yours in Faith,

Ted Caudill

Faith Lutheran Church
Council President
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PRAYERS FROM WORSHIP
FEBRUARY 2025

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God of generations, you instilled in Anna and Simeon faith, dreams, and the welcome of a child. Bless elders who embody faith
and hope; bless the newly baptized. Energize us to share faith from generation to generation. We give you thanks for the blessings
of leadership provided to Cindi Bixler, Kathy Jennings, Annie Caudill, George Davis, Brenda Stevens, Ted Caudill, and John
Perkins, our 2025 Church Council.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of creation, in you the sparrow finds a home and we find lush valleys and living water. Bless the birds of the air, the animals
of the valley, and renew our stewardship of this bountiful creation. Provide protection from the elements and other hazards to all

whose work brings them outside: for fishers, ranchers, line workers, construction crews, and emergency rescuers and firefighters.
Guide us to live carefully alongside the wonders of the land and waters. We continue to lift up to your mercy all who are dealing

with devastating loss due to wildfires in the area of LA. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, strengthen our resolve to care for all children and strive for peace among all nations. Refine our nation where
we have failed to root out racism and guide us in truth-telling and reconciliation. Open the hearts of all leaders, especially those
who serve in the armed forces, that they respond to their commission with wisdom and patience. Ensure that all who serve are kept
safe in body, mind, and spirit. We pray for an end to all war and armed conflict.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of grace and mercy, in the midst of turmoil and change, your steadfast love endures forever, and your strength does not fail.
Where there is falsehood, bring truth. Where there is division, bring trust. Where there is harm, bring healing. Shape us to be
faithful witnesses of your Gospel, standing firm in Christ’s love and guided by your Spirit. May our words and actions reflect the
grace we have first received, so that whoever our neighbor may be, they see Jesus in us.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of hope, many long to see your presence revealed amid challenging circumstances. We hold in prayer all longing for
sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical care, and health and wellness, and all in need of safety, security, and
genuine freedom.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of New Life, wee thank you for the gift of new life in Ariana Catherine McVey, daughter of Olivia and Sam McVey, and
great-granddaughter to Mary Muckler. May the gift of new life bring blessings and hope to all!

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the people, you are made known in caring ministries. Bless those who serve as communion servers, homebound visitors,
baptismal sponsors, confirmation mentors, and as prayer support. Reveal yourself in the neighborly care we give and receive. We
pray for all members of Faith Lutheran Church and Campus Ministry, especially Mary Muckler, Marc Dovenmuehle, Bob Baer,
Carol Shrider, Deborah Lease, Pauly Zody, Sarah Driver, Jordan Seubert, Patrick Hellman, Mary Bausano, Kim, John, Sue, and
Liam. Provide an extra measure of your grace and love, especially to all who are lonely, grieving, and mourning.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of life, we thank you for Jesus’ life and for his death that has destroyed death. We remember the dearly departed, including
John, and Bishop Bob Kelly as they dwell with you in your holy courts now and forever. As we recognize Holocaust
Remembrance Day and the 80™ anniversary of the liberation of the German Nazi concentration and extermination camp
Auschwitz, may we never forget and may the memory of the lost souls bring blessing.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.
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MIAMI CHORAL COLLECTIVE

Miami Choral Collective

Do you have interest in joining our united community of students, faculty, staff, and residents in Oxford and
the broader community? MCC’s mission is to foster connection, collaboration, and joy through the power of
music, enriching the lives of all participants and strengthening the bond between the university and the sur-
rounding community. MCC rehearses on Wednesdays from 6:00pm - 8:00pm, beginning on February 26.

Our Spring 2025 plans include meet-and-greets, seven weeks of rehearsal, Schubert’s Mass in G, a
selection of shorter works that celebrate the transformative power of singing, and a concert to celebrate it all
on April 24. If you are interested in joining us, please fill out the interest form below. It will informally reg-
ister you for the choir and allow us to communicate with you about rehearsals and upcoming events.

Information:

Interest & Info Form: https://forms.gle/9glryEvimmDPWwbKXF6

Upcoming events: Rehearsal & Reception with Students & Community on 2/26/25: Location TBD,
6pm-8pm

Contact and Questions:
Jeremy Jones, Director of Choral Activities
jeremyd.jones@miamioh.edu

Newsletter Deadlin®

The deadline for reports or news items for the next month’s newsletter need to be submitted to the
church office on or by Friday March 14, 2025.

You may do this by emailing them to the church office at faithlutheranoxford@gmail.com
or dropping them by the church office.
If you have comments or suggestions, we want those too!
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Transfiguration of Our Lord

SCRIPTURES FOR WORSHIP

MARCH 2025

March 2, 2025

Exodus 34:29-35

Coming down from Mount Sinai, Moses’ face shone

Psalm 99 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord; worship upon God’s holy hill. (Ps. 99:9)

2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 With unveiled faces we see the Lord’s glory as we are transformed

Luke 9:28-36 Jesus is transfigured on the mountain

Ash Wednesday March 5, 2025

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

First Sunday in Lent

Return to the Lord, your God

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1)
Now is the day of salvation

The practice of faith

March 9, 2025

Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

Second Sunday in Lent

The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand

God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in all your ways.
(Ps. 91:11)

If you confess that Jesus is Lord, you will be saved

The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days

March 16, 2025

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17—4:1
Luke 13:31-35

Third Sunday in Lent

The covenant with Abram and his descendants

In the day of trouble, God will give me shelter. (Ps. 27:5)
Our citizenship is in heaven from where we expect a Savior
I have desired to gather Jerusalem as a hen gathers her brood

March 23, 2025

Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

Everyone who thirsts, come to the water; seek the Lord

O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you. (Ps. 63:1)

Israel, baptized in cloud and seas, ate the same spiritual food as Christians
Unless you repent, you will perish: parable of the fig tree




Oxford Area Solutions for Housing (OASH)

Our Vision: We envision the Oxford area as a loving, compassionate,
accepting community where no one wants for safe, secure housing.

Our Mission: to respond to and prevent homelessness

Next Meeting is February 24, 2025

.g

Transitional o nnnw o Affordable
Housing Rt pes Ownership

Homeless

2024 Bell Ringing
$12,817 Record Contributions
$11,533 TOPSS for Housing Needs
$1,281 Salvation Army for SW Ohio
Average per door per hour $43.71

Volunteers
176 Community members
41 Kiwanians
446 Total hours



TOPSS
TALAWANDA OXFORD PANTRY AND SOCIAL SERVICES

2024 was a game-changer for TOPSS! With our merger, we expanded beyond
emergency food relief, using your support to build long-term stability for families
in the Talawanda School District. We now have a much bigger story to tell!

In 2024, we provided for 1,421 families and individuals. Thanks to you, 3,486

people were fed, the equivalent of 259,002 meals were served, and 2,846 food box-
es were delivered—a massive impact!

Because of you, we’re strengthening our community every day. Your support fuels
this work, and we can’t thank you enough!

Want to see the full picture? Check out our 2024 Impact Report at
www.topss.org. We'll also be sharing highlights in the coming weeks—stay tuned!

2024 was big—but we’re just getting started! Let’s make 2025 even stronger

together.

Thank you for being part of this journey! ¥


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.topss.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR394Up0V_pdgIhHQlZZr8sIGXhxEM2OwPYIlF0H_kuL4DnGHYbTS_RsySo_aem_bHC7wjODVos8dTnJJYqmbQ&h=AT2lhDL1lQwND0--jmd-JDye9iibrZRbz_luQ3UFQDAXDQW7Cj7uAiUGPDE2rTdT2SO6twO2jYdSBApE

10

MIAMI STUDENT RECITAL
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Woodwind Department
Monday, April 7™, 2025 at 7:30
Faith Lutheran Church

Please mark your calendar for the return of the Miami University Woodwind students who
performed for us in December.
They are a very talented group, and we look forward to hosting and hearing them again!

PIPE ORGAN FACTS

Well things are moving along — at about the speed of pouring molasses on a cold winter day. That’s the bad
news — more on that in a minute.

First the good news: THANKS TO YOUR INCREDIBLE GENEROSITY WE HAVE RAISED ALL OF
THE MONEY! You know, this doesn’t make sense. We are a small Lutheran Church facing the challenges
of declining enrollment and an aging congregation. (we aren’t alone) YET — we decide to push forward and
commit to replacing a failing electronic organ that has served us well for more than 30 years. Then we raise
$140,000 much faster than we ever thought possible. FAITH is incredible!

THEN, a key member of our organ builder’s team breaks his leg; so we wait. (This is the Bad News)

While we are waiting — and because I can’t think of much more to write about — lets learn more about pipe

organs by listening to a brief explanation and demonstration about how a pipe organ works. Anna Lapwood

is one of the premier organists in the world. Copy and paste the link below and enjoy this 15-minute video.
www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?

g=how+does+a+pipet+organtactually+work&&view=riverview&mmscn=mtsc&mid=4AA1CAE543BABA
6BC8524AA1CAES43BABA6BC852& &aps=0&FORM=VMSOVR


https://courses.lumenlearning.com/musicappreciation_with_theory/chapter/woodwinds-missing-videos/
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ON OUR ORGAN, ON OUR ALTAR
ON OUR COVER

Sand prayers.

Lara brought them to our attention years ago. Each and every strand of colored sand in the container repre-
sents a separate prayer offered to our Lord. Lots of colors! Lots of prayers! Lots of people focusing, not on
themselves, but turning to the Almighty, All-Knowing, Grace-filled God who loves, forgives, redeems, and
claims each one of us. All kinds of people, too. People of Faith. People from Adult Day Service. People in
our buildings for meetings. People delivering mail, or packages, or using the restrooms. All kinds of people.
All kinds of prayers.

Sand prayers.

Large bottles. Rounded bottles. Squared bottles. Filled with colored sand. All prayers. Sustained communi-
cation with God. On-going. Continual. Long-lasting. Still. Yet. Prayers of gratitude. Prayers for healing.
Prayers for patience. Prayers on behalf of others. Unknown prayers. Unspoken prayers. Prayers for PEACE.
Blue and yellow Prayers. Prayers to end the war in Ukraine.

Sand prayers.
A small bottle. Held by Mary Muckler. She’s in our prayers every Sunday. She trusts God. She prays to

God. She appreciates prayers to God on her behalf. Prayers, sand prayers, bringing joy. Sharing faith. Shar-
ing love. Prayers.
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PRAYER VENTURES ~ MARCH 2024

1. Give thanks for God’s compassion, forgiveness and concern for humanity, which extend far beyond rules, borders,
ideologies and bias. Pray that we are inspired to do likewise!

2. Thank God for the example of Jesus Christ, focusing not on his crucifixion but on what God reveals to us through his
journey of life, suffering, death and resurrection.

3. Pray for lasting and resilient peace in the Holy Land and Middle East, that those who have suffered and lost much
will experience justice, hope and healing as they rebuild their lives and communities.

4. Praise God for young people who serve our neighbors through ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM),
working alongside global companion churches and organizations. Pray that their yearlong journeys will be blessings to
the communities they serve and will strengthen their faith, clarity of vocation and understanding of people in diverse
contexts.

5. Ash Wednesday Pray that we will wear the mark of the cross on our foreheads with humility and repentance and will
remember why we are baptized into Christ: to proclaim the gospel, bear love and mercy into the world, serve our
neighbors, strive for justice, grow in faith and glorify God in all we do and say.

6. Ask the Spirit to guide us through the season of Lent, that it might strengthen our faith in God’s sacrificial love
through Jesus Christ. Give thanks for the knowledge that we live in God’s all-encompassing grace, given despite our
weakness, uncertainty and arrogance.

7. Lift up praise and thanksgiving that God is perfect, impartial and ever present, defending those who suffer.

8. Remember in prayer our national leaders, that they will exercise wisdom, compassion, justice, mercy, respect for the
diversity of humankind and attentiveness to those who are neglected and excluded. Pray that our leaders will foster well
-being in our communities, nation and world.

9. Pray that the Spirit will give us strength whenever we are tempted to stray from the ways of God, revealed to us in
human terms through the life of Jesus Christ.

10. Give thanks for moments of joy and celebration in your life and the lives of your neighbors and siblings in Christ.

11. Who is our neighbor? Pray that we might recognize people everywhere in the world as our neighbors, created by
and beloved of God and sharing with us a common lineage.

12. Ask God to bless our congregations’ community meals during Lent, that we might build relationships, reflect in
prayer and feel renewed in our enthusiasm for doing God’s work in the world.

13. “When they call to me, [ will answer them; I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue them and honor
them” (Psalm 91:15). Lift up prayers of gratitude to God, who hears our pleading and lamentations and does not ignore
or abandon us.

14. Give thanks for the ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarship program, which supports students attending ELCA
seminaries so that they can graduate with less debt and respond to God’s call as the church needs and the Spirit leads.

15. Pray for the ELCA AMMPARO Migrant Ministry, ELCA Witness in Society, ELCA World Hunger, Global
Refuge, Lutheran Services in America and other partner ministries and organizations that uphold basic human rights,
address causes of migration and help immigrants, asylum-seekers and refugees rebuild their lives in our country.
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PRAYER VENTURES ~ MARCH 2024

16. “O God, you know all that we think or do, you know the pain we put each other through. Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Lord, grant us peace” (WOV 739). Praise God for the boundless love and forgiveness that create a new spirit within us and enable
us to change how we behave toward our neighbors.

17. Remember in prayer the 240 ELCA missionaries who serve alongside global church partners in more than 40 countries, doing
God’s work in the world and supporting the growth of new congregations, urban and youth outreach, theological education, pursuit
of justice and peace, and leadership training.

18. Remember in prayer congregations that are working through leadership transitions, assessing their missions and resources, and
searching for pastors, deacons or others to become teachers and leaders.

19. “The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me” (Martin Luther, Table Talk).
Pray that the word of God in Scripture will lay hold of us and reveal something new to us each time we read the Bible, hear it read
aloud or reflect on its implications for our daily lives.

20. First Day of Spring Sing praises and lift up prayers of joy and thanksgiving for the new life, light and hope that emerge with
spring — awesome gifts from God, the Creator.

21. Thank God for the ELCA’s special relationship with The Episcopal Church, a full communion partner since 1999. Pray for the
church, its members and its leaders, that together we will find strength and resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving
our neighbor.

22 .Water is a gift from God and a vital resource that sustains all living things. Pray for wisdom and discipline that we might
preserve, manage and restore water resources essential to food production and life itself for people around the world.

23. Let us repent our sins to God, just as we are, asking God’s forgiveness, guidance and transformation.

24, Pray that our Lenten reflections and conversations will lead us to a clearer sense of our identity, our mission and our calling to
proclaim the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ.

25. Give thanks for godparents and baptismal sponsors who encourage our faith, teaching us to live as children of God and
followers of Christ throughout our baptismal journeys.

26. “O God, you are my God; I seek you; my soul thirsts for you” (Psalm 63:1). Reflect on the longings of your soul and give
thanks that the Spirit moves with us through Lent, leading us to the foot of the cross.

27. Give thanks for ELCA Ministries of Diverse Cultures and Communities, which works with ELCA congregations, synods,
agencies and institutions to make the church more culturally diverse, anti-racist and inclusive of all God’s children.

28. God’s pardon of our human shortcomings and sin can never be earned or bought. Pray that, forgiven and freed in Jesus Christ,
we will respond with gratitude, compassion and mercy for others.

29. Give thanks for the Evangelical Lutheran Education Association (ELEA), which supports, equips and encourages Lutheran

educators, and for our congregations’ faith-based day care centers and preschools, which provide safe and nurturing environments
for faith formation.

30. Hallelujah! God’s loving embrace surpasses our wildest hopes, restoring us as God’s children through the life, suffering, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

31. Ask the Spirit to equip, inspire and guide us as ambassadors of Christ in the world, children of God who love our neighbors in
need and share the good news with everyone.
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VISION 2020

Vision statement:
Building on our faith in God, growing in grace, and serving with love.
Mission statement:

Our mission at Faith Lutheran Church and Campus Ministry is to learn, live, share, and celebrate God’s word, love, and
grace with all.

Belief Statement:

e We believe in the Triune God.

We believe in God’s grace.

We believe in welcoming everyone.

We believe in building strong faith through Christian education.

We believe in worshipping together.
We believe in serving others.

Value Statement:
Our Triune God:
God is the creator of all and Father of all.
Jesus is the Son of God, our Savior, and our Redeemer.
The Holy Spirit is actively living in us as our enabler and source of hope and grace.

God’s grace and forgiveness:
By the gift of grace, God has forgiven our sins and loves each of us fully and completely as we are. God’s love is un-
conditional.

Welcoming all:
As we look to Jesus as our model for inclusive love, we invite all and encourage everyone to attend our worship ser-
vices, to participate, to serve, and to contribute with their time and talents as the Holy Spirit guides and directs.

Building strong faith:

We are all invited to grow in our faith and share God’s love through our daily lives.

Christ-centered worship, meditation, prayer, Bible study, education, and fellowship activities are essential to develop
and nurture faith and devotion to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Worshipping God together:
Worship is an expression of our faith, our praise, and our thankfulness; designed to be meaningful to each person wher-
ever they are in their life’s faith journey.

Serving others:
As we reflect the compassion, love and justice of Jesus Christ, our congregation is committed to serving our church fam-
ily, our local community, Miami University students, and the world.
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH AND LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
420 S. CAMPUS AVE.

OXFORD, OH 45056
* %*
. ':,,ﬁ *

MARCH 2025

Sunday, March 2, 2025
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Ash Wednesday, March 5, 2025

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 9, 2025
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, March 16, 2025
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, March 23, 2025
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, March 30, 2025
Worship 10:00 a.m.

OFFICE STAFF

Logan Dysart, Pastor
pastorloganfaith@gmail.com
513.461.5233, cell

Kim Taylor, Administrative Assistant
faithlutheranoxford@gmail.com

513.523.3808
Monday - Friday 8am - noon
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